HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
lives were at stake and resolved to surrender the fort and con-
clude peace. In the meanwhile the reinforcements from
Nattharnagar had approached; for as soon as Hassrat-i-Ala
heard the march of Riza AIT towards Arcot, he detached two
t housand Mahratta horse belonging to Murari Rao,* from the
forces of the allies who had joined him in obedience to the im-
perial farman and sent them under Yunits Khan from Natthar-
nagar towards Arcot for help. On hearing the approach of this
arni3% and the name of Mtirari Rao, Rissfi All Khan was great-
ly frightened; for, as narrated before, Mtirari Rao had enptmed
Husayn Dost Khan, the father of Riza All Khan, and entrusted
the fort of Trichinopoly to the care of "Raghoji and Fatah
Singh who later on handed it over to Nawwab Asaf Jiih
Bahadur. Riz§. was much stupefied. Hut with the encourage-
ment of the leader of the vanguard, the sarddr of the French,
he briskly attended to his work; with great vehemence he
attacked the fort on all sides. The defenders of the fort also
got information of the speedy approach of the relieving army.
Their hearts were emboldened, and they attempted with great
valour to repel the attack of the enemy. The vanguard was
made to roll in a ditch of blood. The next morning, the army
of the Mahratlas also appeared. Immediately the besiegers were
greatly frightened, left their things and heavy cannon, took
only such things they could carry and crept, like a mouse that
had seen a cat, into the hole of the fort of Velio re. Madina
AH Khan and Clive came out of the fort and met Vunus Khan,
(1) Murari Rao lay for some time in his encampment at the foot of the
Ghats about 30 miles from Arcot. He had been employed by the ruler
of Mysore to assist Muhammad AH; but he remained inactive on
account of the depression in the fortunes of the English and of the Nawwab,
Orme tells us that Clive sent a messenger to inform him of the situation
and to request his help, and Murari Rao was said to have replied that
he would not delay a moment to send a detachment for the reinforcement
of troops like the defenders of Arcot who had fought so bravely
and whose behaviour had convinced him that the English could fight
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